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Stop  the  Bombing 


On  Sunday,  October  7,  the  United  States  government 
began  bombing  Afghanistan.  Follozving  are  excerpts  from 
the  letter  that  FCNL's  Executive  Secretary,  joe  Volk,  sent 
to  Pres.  Bush  in  response  to  the  Administration's  decision. 
For  the  full  text  of  this  letter,  please  go  to  FCNL's  iveb  site 
or  contact  FCNL. 

October  10,  2001 

Dear  President  Bush, 

We  urge  you  to  stop  the  bombing,  stand  down  the 
U.S.  military,  feed  the  hungry,  and  work  diligently 
through  peaceful  means  to  win  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  the  Afghan  people  and  other  peoples  throughout 
that  region  to  the  cause  of  justice  for  the  victims  of 
September  11. 

We  continue  to  grieve  for  those  several  thousand 
unique,  precious,  and  irreplaceable  people  who  were 
murdered  in  the  September  11  attacks  on  the  airlin¬ 
ers,  the  World  Trade  Center  and  the  Pentagon.  Our 
outrage  at  those  acts  of  terrible  violence  is  rooted  in 
our  profound  belief  that  every  human  being  is  a  crea¬ 
ture  of  God  and  has  been  put  here  for  a  very  special 
purpose.  Those  who  planned  and  executed  the 
attacks  have  violated  the  most  fundamental  laws  of  a 
ci\  il  scx:iety.  They  should  be  held  accountable  under 
those  laws. 

We  seek  your  leadership  to  end  the  downward  spiral 
of  attacks  and  reprisals,  a  spiral  begun  long  before 
September  11  but  propelled  by  those  attacks.  U.S. 
bombing  and  a  war  on  terrorism  will  not  bring  justice 
for  the  victims  of  the  September  11  attacks.  Terrorism 
is  not  a  person,  place,  or  thing...[T]errorism  is  a 
vicious  type  of  human  conduct  provoked  by  hatred 
or  greed  and  carried  out  by  fanatics  and  by  govern¬ 
ments.  Violent  retaliation  by  the  U.S.  will  only  sow 
more  seeds  of  hatred  and  reap  a  new  harv  est  of  ter¬ 
ror.  We  call  on  you  to  help  lead  the  world  out  of  the 


wilderness  of  war  and  terror  and  into  a  new  world 
where  people  everywhere  choose  life  by  exercising  a 
rev'erence  for  life... 

While  we  know  that  your  administration's  intent  is 
not  to  harm  innocent  civilians  with  its  bombing, 
Afghan  civilians  have  already  suffered  this  unin¬ 
tended  effect...We  cannot  simply  consign  those  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  killed  to  the  category  of  "collateral 
damage"  or  an  "accident  of  war."  They,  too,  were 
unique  and  precious  human  beings  who  will  never 
be  replaced.  The  U.S.  government  had  no  right  to 
sacrifice  their  lives  in  its  pursuit  of  justice. 

We  also  know  that  your  administration's  intent  is  not 
to  compound  a  humanitarian  catastrophe  in 
Afghanistan  through  military  action.  However,  the 
U.S.  military  actions  are  escalating  the  suffering...of 
innocent  people...With  the  U.S.  bombing,  most  ship¬ 
ments  of  humanitarian  relief  supplies  into 
Afghanistan  have  been  halted,  and  the  U.S.  air  drops 
of  daily  food  rations  for  37,000  in  remote  regions  do 
nothing  to  meet  the  needs  of  millions  of  starv  ing  peo¬ 
ple  elsewhere  in  the  country.  How  will  the  agonizing 
deaths  of  thousands  of  Afghan  civilians...advance  the 
cause  of  justice  for  the  victims  of  September  11? 

President  Bush,  let  September  11  become  a  day  of  an 
Epiphany  of  Hope,  rather  than  of  evil.  We  appeal  to 
you  to  exercise  compassion  for  the  people  of 
Afghanistan.  Stop  the  war,  end  the  cycle  of  violence, 
and  lead  the  world  to  a  new  civil  order  for  the  21st 
century.  Use  the  solid  backing  of  the  international 
community  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  the  Septem¬ 
ber  11  attacks  to  justice  under  the  rule  of  law.  Let  the 
guns  fall  silent  so  that  the  world  may  hear  freedom 
ring  from  our  mountain  top. 

Sincerely, 
joe  Volk 

Executive  Secretary 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  Quaker  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  follow  the  lea^gs  of  the  ^ir- 
it  as  it  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
FCNL's  Washington  Newsletter  are  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Poli¬ 
cy  which  is  prepared  and  approved  by 
FCNL's  General  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends'  yearly  meetings  and  by  seven 
other  Friends'  oiganizations  in  the 
United  States. 

Qerk:  Jonathan  Fisch 
Assistant  Clerk:  Joanne  Rains 
Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
witfi  July-August  and  November- 
December  combined  issues).  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  voting  record  is  published  aimu- 
ally  and  a  congressicmaJ  directory  is 
prepared  for  each  new  Congress. 

The  Washington  Newsletter  is  sent  free 
upon  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  dcMiors.  Your  cOTitributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

Editor.  Florence  C.  Kimball 

This  month's  contributing  writers: 
Florence  Kimball,  Ned  Stowe,  Joe  Volk 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 
tt>e  Washington  Newsletter  are  available 
upon  request.  The  Washington  Newslet- 
t^  is  available  in  microform  from  Uni¬ 
versity  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter 
Items:  We  erKOurage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Wa^ington  Newsletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  fire  following  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  fire  Washington 
Newsletter,  [issue  #,  month  and 
yeau)  published  by  the  Friends 
Committee  cm  Nationail 
Legislation." 

We  w^d  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
witti  a  brief  note  indicating  how/where 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distribute. 

Friends  Committee  on 

National  Legislation 

245  Se<X)nd  Street  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-547-6000 
800-630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http://www.f^.org 

O  Printed  cm  recycled  paper 
with  soy-based  irdc. 


If  Not  Military  Force  and  War, 
Then  What? 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  opposes  the  use 

of  U.S.  military  force  in  response  to  the  September  11th  attacks  on  the 

World  Trade  Center  and  the  Pentagon.  Instead  of  military  force  we  rec¬ 
ommend  that  the  U.S.  government  take  the  following  steps. 

1.  Mobilize  and  lead  law  enforcement  agencies  around  the  world  to 
investigate,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  justice  those  responsible,  to  the 
full  extent  of  U.S.  and  international  law,  as  w^as  done  in  response  to 
earlier  attacks  against  Pan  Am  flight  103,  U.S.  embassies  in  Africa, 
and  the  World  Trade  Center.  To  advance  international  cooperation  to 
reduce  terrorism,  the  U.S.  Senate  should  immediately  ratify  and 
implement  the  International  Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  Ter¬ 
rorist  Bombing. 

2.  Preserv'e  civil  liberties,  maintain  full  public  accountability  of  U.S. 
governing  institutions,  and  protect  \'ulnerable  minorities  in  the  U.S. 
from  hate  crimes  and  harassment,  particularly  against  Arab- Ameri¬ 
cans,  Muslims,  and  others. 

3.  Lead  the  United  Nations  in  cooperative  action  to  interrupt  and  seize 
the  financial  resources  that  support  these  criminal  terror  netw'orks. 

To  support  this  effort,  the  U.S.  Senate  should  promptly  ratify  and 
implement  the  International  Convention  on  the  Suppression  of  the 
Financing  of  Terrorism. 

4.  Lead  the  United  Nations  in  bringing  diplomatic,  political,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  pressure  to  bear  against  the  go\’eming  regimes  of  nations  that 
give  support  or  shelter  to  terror  netw'orks.  International  sanctions,  if 
applied,  should  be  focused  narrowly  on  those  in  political  pow'er. 

5.  Respond  with  compassion  and  generous  aid  to  the  suffering  of  the 
innocent  peoples  in  Iraq,  the  Sudan,  Afghanistan,  Pakistan,  and  other 
countries,  e\'en  if  their  gox'emments  are  found  to  support  terror  net¬ 
works. 

6.  Resume  and  intensify  U.S.  efforts  to  secure  a  just  and  lasting  peace  in 
the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict,  a  major  source  of  deep  anti-U.S.  senti¬ 
ment  throughout  the  Arab  world. 

7.  Lead  the  international  community  in  cooperative  efforts  to  reduce 
stockpiles  of  chemical,  biological,  and  nuclear  weapons  and  materials 
in  the  U.S.,  Russia,  and  elsewhere  and  to  guard  against  unauthorized 
use.  Support  increased  funding  for  the  "Nunn-Lugar"  threat  reduc¬ 
tion  initiative. 

8.  Support  an  international  ban  on  the  sale  and  transfer  of  weapons  to 
zones  of  conflict.  Weapons  sales  and  transfers  increase  acts  of  vio- 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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Conscientious  Objection 


A  number  of  people  have  contacted  FCNL  to  ask 
whether,  in  light  of  the  September  11  attacks  and  the 
war  in  Afghanistan,  conscription  is  likely.  Friends 
have  wondered  whether  it  is  time  to  set  up  draft 
counseling  groups. 

While  we  at  FCNL  do  not  have  a  crystal  ball,  we  do 
not  anticipate  that  the  U.S.  government  will  reinstate 
a  Selective  Service  System  draft.  The  lesson  of  Viet¬ 
nam  has  not  been  forgotten:  conscription  generated 
opposition  to  war. 

Does  this  mean  that  Friends  and  others  who  oppose 
war  on  grounds  of  conscience  have  no  work  to  do? 
Not  in  the  least! 

Times  like  these  lead  some  people  to  question  their 
beliefs,  values,  and  assumptions.  Individuals  who 
are  uncomfortable  with  the  Administration's  deci¬ 
sion  to  attack  Afghanistan  may  ask  whether  any 
I  circumstances  would  justify  such  a  response.  Peo- 

'I  pie  with  these  concerns  may  visit  Friends'  meet¬ 

ings  and  churches  as  they  seek  clarity.  Friends  can 
begin  preparing  now  to  assist  those  who  seek 
moral  guidance. 

As  the  war  escalates  and  U.S.  military  personnel  are 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  operation,  the  Adminis- 
tration's  decision  to  use  military  force  will  become  a 
I  common  topic  for  radio  talk  shows,  community 

forums,  high  school  cix’ics  classes,  and  other  venues. 
I  Friends  meetings  and  churches  may  receive  invita- 

I  tions  from  groups  looking  for  panel  speakers.  These 

will  be  opportunities  for  Friends  to  reach  persons 
f  with  tender  consciences. 

j  While  Selective  Serv  ice  System  conscription  is 
I  unlikely,  economic  conscription  continues  to  be  very 

A  real.  The  military  offers  a  steady  job  along  with 

i  health  care,  educational,  and  pension  benefits.  For 

'j  some,  it  is  a  ticket  out  of  economically  distressed 

J  communities.  If  the  economy  continues  to  decline, 

;  j  the  military  may  become  an  increasingly  attractive 

.  1  option  for  the  poor,  and  disproportionately  so  for 

i  people  of  color.  By  working  to  reduce  social  and 

i  economic  inequity.  Friends  can  help  to  reduce  eccv 

nomic  conscription. 

V| 

Some  people  currently  in  the  military  may  be 
among  those  reassessing  their  beliefs.  Friends 
:  meetings  and  churches  may  get  calls  from  military 

personnel.  The  personal  support  that  Friends  can 
i  offer  to  conscientious  objectors  in  the  military  is 


invaluable.  At  the  same  time,  any  member  of  the 
military  seeking  a  conscientious  objector  discharge 
must  receive  advice  from  a  trained  military  coun¬ 
selor.  Friends  can  help  with  referrals.  (Please  see 
the  accompanying  box.)  ■ 

Resources 

Central  Committee  for  Conscientious 
Objectors  (CCCO) 

1515  Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
Ph.  215-563-8787  •  Fax  215-567-2096 
630  20th  Street,  Oakland,  CA  94612 
Ph.510-465-1617  •  Fax  510-465-2459 
email  <info@objector.org> 
web  site  <www.objector.org> 

CCCO  sponsors  programs  that  support  consci¬ 
entious  objectors  and  seek  to  take  the  military 
out  of  schools.  Their  web  site  includes  links  to 
other  organizations  working  against  militarism 
and  for  rights  of  conscience. 

CCCO's  GI  Rights  Hotline  offers  military  coun¬ 
seling. 

Hotline  contact  information: 

Ph.  800-394-9544, 215-563-4620 
email  <girights@objector.org> 

Center  on  Conscience  &  War  (National 
Interreligious  Service  Board  for 
Conscientious  Objectors) 

1830  Connecticut  Ave.  NW,  Washington,  EXI 
20009 

ph.  202-483-2220  •  fax  202-483-1246 
email  <nisbco@nisbco.org> 
web  site  <www.nisbco.org> 

The  Center  on  Conscience  &  War  works  to 
defend  the  rights  of  conscientious  objectors  to 
war  and  violence. 

AFSC  National  Youth  and  Militarism  Program 

1501  Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102 

Ph.215-241-7000  •  Fax  215-241-7275 

email  <afscinfo@afec.org> 

web  site  <wnvw.afsc.org/youthmil.htm> 

The  Youth  and  Militarism  Program  seeks  to  pro¬ 
vide  youth  with  alternatives  to  war. 
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On  September  14,  the  House  and  Senate  passed  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  military  action  against 
those  responsible  for  the  September  11  attacks  on  the 
World  Trade  Center  and  Pentagon.  The  resolution 
gi\’es  Pres.  Bush  authority  to  use  “...all  necessary 
and  appropriate  force  against  those  nations,  organi¬ 
zations,  or  persons  he  determines  planned,  autho¬ 
rized,  committed,  or  aided  the  terrorist  attacks.. .or 
harbored  such  organizations  or  persons..." 

The  resolution*  was  passed  almost  unanimously.  In 
the  Senate,  the  vote  was  98-0;  in  the  House,  it  was 
420-1.  Only  Rep.  Barbara  Lee  (CA-9)  opposed  the 
measure.  (Please  see  accompanying  box.)  FCNL 
sent  a  letter  to  House  defense  aides  opposing  the 
resolution.  We  were  the  only  organization  to  do  so. 

War-making  checks  and  balances 

In  passing  S.J.  Res.  23,  Congress  appears  to  have 
turned  over  to  the  President  the  authority  to  declare 
war.  This  decision  may  have  voided  the  “checks 
and  balances"  on  war-making  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  intended. 

The  framers  gave  the  power  to  declare  war  to  the 
legislative  branch  to  make  it  more  difficult  for  the 
nation  to  get  into  war.  The  President,  as  Comman- 


Congress  Authorizes  the 

der-in-Chief  of  the  armed  forces,  was  given  responsi¬ 
bility  for  conducting  (but  not  declaring)  war.  Con¬ 
gress,  given  the  power  to  declare  war,  also  has  the 
responsibility  to  raise  the  funds  to  pay  for  it. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  twentieth  century,  the 
separation  of  powers  with  respect  to  war-  making 
became  blurred.  The  Vietnam  War  cost  the  lives  of 
52,(X)0  to  53,000  U.S.  military  personnel  and  over  a 
million  Vietnamese  soldiers  and  civilians.  It  ran  up 
a  debt  estimated  at  $200  billion.  Yet  it  was  nev  er  a 
war  declared  by  Congress.  How  could  this  have 
happened? 

In  1964,  North  Vietnamese  patrol  boats  reportedly 
fired  on  a  U.S.  destroyer  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin.  Pres. 
Johnson  ordered  the  bombing  of  North  Vietnam. 

The  U.S.  Congress  supported  the  President  by 
approving,  almost  unanimously,  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin 
Resolution  which  authorized  “all  necessary  mea¬ 
sures  to  repel  any  armed  attack  [against  U.S.  forces 
and...]to  prevent  further  aggression." 

The  War  Powers  Resolution^ 

At  the  time,  members  of  Congress  could  not  predict 
the  potential  consequences  of  the  Tonkin  Gulf  Reso- 

(coutimied  on  page  5) 


A  Courageous  Vote  of  Conscience 

On  September  14,  Rep.  Barbara  Lee  (CA-9)  stood  alone  among  all  the  members  of  Congress  in  voting 
against  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  use  force  in  retaliation  for  the  September  11 
attacks.  Rep.  Lee  stood  fast  for  her  convictions  in  full  awareness  of  the  criticism  she  could  expect  from  col¬ 
leagues  and  constituents.  Following  are  excerpts  from  an  op-ed  by  Rep.  Lee  that  was  published  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  on  September  23, 2001. 

"...Last  week,  filled  with  grief  and  sorrow  for  those  killed  and  injured  and  with  anger  at  those  who  had  done  this,  I 
confronted  the  solemn  responsibility  of  voting  to  authorize  the  nation  to  go  to  war.  Some  believe  this  resolution  was 
only  symbolic,  designed  to  show  mtional  resolve.  But  1  could  not  ignore  that  it  provided  explicit  authority,  under  the 
War  Powers  Resolution  and  the  Constitution,  to  go  to  war. 

"It  was  a  blank  check  to  the  president  to  attack  anyone  involved  in  the  Sept.  11  events  —  anywhere,  in  any  country, 
without  regard  to  our  nation's  long-term  foreign  policy,  economic  and  national  security  interests,  and  without  time 
limit.  In  granting  these  overly  broad  powers,  the  Congress  failed  its  responsibility  to  understand  the  dimensions  of 
its  declaration.  I  could  not  support  such  a  grant  of  war-making  authority  to  the  president;  I  believe  it  would  put  more 
innocent  lives  at  risk..." 
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Use  of  Military  Force 

lution.  However,  as  the  costs  of  the  war  mounted 
and  the  war  itself  became  increasingly  unpopular, 
many  in  Congress  sought  to  lay  blame  for  the  war  on 
the  unbridled  power  of  the  executive  branch.  In 
1973,  Congress  passed,  over  President  Nixon's  veto, 
the  War  Powers  Resolution  (Public  Law  93-148)  in  an 
effort  to  limit  the  ability  of  a  president  to  commit  U.S. 
forces  overseas. 

The  War  Powers  Resolution  limits  the  President's 
powers  as  Commander-in-Chief  to  introduce  U.S. 
armed  forces  into  hostilities  or  imminent  hostilities. 
The  Resolution  stipulates  that  the  President  can  intro¬ 
duce  U.S.  forces  only  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of 
war,  a  specific  statutory  authorization,  or  a  national 
emergency  created  by  an  attack  on  the  U.S.  or  its 
forces. 

Furthermore,  the  Resolution  requires  the  President  to 
consult  with  Congress  before  introducing  U.S.  armed 
forces  into  hostilities  or  imminent  hostilities  unless 
there  has  already  been  a  declaration  of  war  or  specific 
statutory  authorization. 

Finally,  the  Resolution  requires  the  President  to 
report  to  Congress  w'hen  U.S.  armed  forces  are  intro¬ 
duced  into  foreign  territory  while  equipped  for  com¬ 
bat.  Congress  must  authorize  the  use  of  these  forces. 
If  Congress  does  not  provide  authorization,  the  forces 
must  be  withdrawn. 

Has  Congress  relinquished  power? 

Is  the  Military  Force  resolution  another  Tonkin  Gulf 
Resolution?  Some  members  of  Congress  have  has¬ 
tened  to  point  out  that  the  S.J.  Res.  23  does  not  abro¬ 
gate  the  War  Powers  Resolution.  In  fact,  S.J.  Res.  23 
explicitly  provides  authorization  within  the  context  of 
the  War  Powers  Resolution. 

In  a  technical  sense.  Congress  may  not  have  relin¬ 
quished  its  authority  to  declare  war,  but  in  a  practical 
sense,  it  has.  S.J.  Res.  23  does  not  name  specific 
nations  but,  instead,  authorizes  the  President  "to  use 
all  necessary  and  appropriate  force"  against  whichev¬ 
er  "nations,  organizations,  or  persons"  that  "he  deter¬ 
mines"  were  responsible  for  the  September  11 
attacks.  No  time  limit  for  presidential  action  in  this 
matter  is  stipulated.  This  seems  to  be  a  carte  blanche. 


Furthermore,  Congress  backed  up  the  Military  Force 
resolution  with  appropriations  to  support  military 
action.  In  1999,  a  group  of  House  members  brought 
suit  against  Pres.  Clinton,  alleging  that  he  was  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  War  Powers  Act  because  U.S.  troops  had 
been  engaged  in  the  bombing  of  Yugoslavia  for  more 
than  60  days  without  explicit  approval  by  Congress. 
A  federal  District  Court  judge  dismissed  the  suit,  not¬ 
ing  that  a  House  vote  in  favor  of  an  emergency 
spending  bill  to  pay  for  the  action  constituted  implic¬ 
it  approval  of  the  military  action.  Thus,  by  agreeing 
to  fund  the  proposed  military  operations,  Ccmgress 
will  have  considerably  more  difficulty  should  it 
attempt  to  invoke  the  War  Powers  Resolution  to  rein 
in  Pres.  Bush's  war.  ■ 


*  Senate  Joint  Resolution  (S.J.  Res.)  23  and  House  Joint 
Resolution  (H.J.  Res.)  64,  the  "Authorization  for  Use  of 
Military  Force,"  will,  in  this  article  be  referred  to  by  the 
Senate  designation. 


t  Additional  information  about  the  War  Powers  Resolu¬ 
tion  may  be  found  in  the  July  1999  issue  of  the  FCNL 
Wnshin^ton  Nexvsietter. 


//(iiiiiiuuX 


JIM  I  111  Lilli; 


You  Can  Help 

We  need  your  help  as  we  advocate 
peaceful,  non-military  approaches  -  - — — 
to  reducing  the  threat  of  terrorism,  as  we  work 
to  safeguard  civil  liberties,  and  as  we  seek  to 
promote  the  well-being  of  people  in  the  U.S. 
and  abroad.  Please  continue  to  communicate 
with  your  members  of  Congress  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Raise  awareness  of  the  issues  in  your 
community. 


Please  check  FCNL's  web  site  <www.fcnl.org> 
regularly  for  updated  information  about  the  cur¬ 
rent  crisis  and  the  latest  action  alerts.  If  you  do 
not  currently  subscribe  to  FCNL's  listserve,  you 
can  sign-up  from  FCNL's  web  site.  Click  on 
<Newsletter,  Information,  Resources>,  then  click 
on  <FCNL's  Listserves>,  then  on  <Subscribe  to 
FCNL's  Listserves>. 


Together,  we  can  make  a  difference! 
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Come  to  Annual  Meeting! 


If  you  haven't  already  registered  for  FCNL's  Annual 
Meeting,  it's  not  too  late  to  do  so.  The  meeting  will 
be  held  November  8-11  at  the  Wyndham  Washing¬ 
ton  Hotel  in  Washington,  DC. 

As  the  U.S.  government  responds  to  the  September 
11  attacks  with  more  violence,  this  year's  Annual 
Meeting  will  offer  opportunities  for  Friends  to  plan 
ways  to  break  the  cycle  of  violence. 

Other  special  programs  include  a  keynote  address 
by  former  member  of  Congress,  David  Minge  (MN) 
and  panel  presentations  on  "The  Pentagon's  Impact 
on  the  Environment,"  and  "The  Direction  of  U.S. 
Policy  Toward  China:  Enmity'  or  Friendship?" 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  there  will  be  a  pre-meeting 
legislative  briefing  on  issues  related  to  the  Septem¬ 
ber  11  attacks  and  the  bombing  of  Afghanistan. 

To  register  on-line,  please  go  to  FCNL's  web  site 
(www.fcnl.org),  click  on  "Upcoming  Events  and 
News  Releases,"  and  follow  the  link  to  the  secure 
registration  page.  You  may  either  submit  your  infor¬ 
mation  on-line  or  print  out  the  registration  form  and 
mail  it  in. 

To  obtain  a  registration  packet  through  the  mail  or 
for  additional  information,  please  contact  Lauren 
Bladen-White  at  FCNL,  either  by  phone  (202-  547- 
6000  X  122)  or  by  email  (<lauren@fcnl.org>). 


If  Not  Military  Force  (continued  from  page  2) 

lence,  suffering,  and  the  collapse  of  civil  society 
institutions.  The  U.S.  is  the  world's  largest 
exporter  of  weapons.  It  should  not  export 
weapons  to  regimes  that  are  undemocratic  and 
violate  human  rights. 

9.  Dramatically  increase  U.S.  humanitarian  aid  to 
the  millions  of  refugees  in  zones  of  conflict.  War 
orphans,  refugee  children,  and  youth  are  espe¬ 
cially  vulnerable  to  recruitment  by  terrorist  orga¬ 
nizations.  This  is  of  special  concern  today  in 
Afghanistan  and  Central  Asia. 

10.  Assist  individuals  and  families  in  the  U.S.  who 
have  lost  wage  earners  or  jobs  as  a  result  of  the 
attack  and  its  economic  aftermath. 

War  is  not  the  answer.  ■ 


To  reserv'e  a  hotel  room,  please  call  the  Wyndham 
Washington  DC  Hotel  directly  at  202-429-1700  or 
800-996-3426.  ■ 


i  Help  FCNL  Stop  the  Bombing 

\  Your  gift  to  FCNL  today  will  help  us  to  advo¬ 
cate  peaceful,  non-military  ways  to  counter  ter¬ 
rorism,  to  advance  justice,  and  to  support 
increased  multilateral  humanitarian  relief  and 
development  assistance  to  the  peoples  of 
I  Afghanistan  and  the  region. 

I  FCNL  is  coordinating  and  sustaining  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  level  of  work  on  the  HiU  and  grass¬ 
roots  education  and  organizing.  Our  work 
includes  making  information  and  action 
resources  available  via  our  web  site,  listserve, 
j  mail;  and  taking  messages  directly  to  Con¬ 
gress,  the  President  and  the  cabinet,  and  the 
media.  You  -  our  grassroots  partner  -  must  be 
I  an  active  participant  in  the  public  debate. 

Share  a  message  of  peace  with  your  family, 
friends,  neighbors,  colleagues,  and  elected  offi¬ 
cials.  Please  send  a  donation  to  FCNL  to  sup¬ 
port  our  nationwide  efforts. 

To  contribute,  please 

Charge  your  donation  to  MasterCard  or  Visa 
by  calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  141. 

Donate  online  securely  by  going  to  FCNL's 
web  site,  <www.fcnl.org/suprt/indx.htm>. 

Mailed  contributions:  Because  of  the  anthrax 
contamination  of  the  U.S.  postal  center  here  in 
Washington,  EXZ,  mail  service  to  and  from 
FCNL  has  been  disrupted.  Be  assured  that, 
eventually,  your  mailed  donation  will  reach 
FCNL.  Please  do  send  your  gift  as  soon  as 
possible;  we  depend  on  your  contributions. 

But  because  of  the  mail  delay,  we  are  encourag¬ 
ing  those  who  can  do  so  to  donate  by  credit 
card,  either  online  or  by  phone. 

Thank  you  for  giving  as  generously  as  you  can. 
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Anti-Terrorism  Legislation  (continued  from  page  8) 

to  demonstrate  probable  cause  will  now  be 
applied  to  Internet  communications  where  they 
will  record  some  information  about  message 
content.  Moreover,  the  warrants  for  installing 
these  devices  will  have  nationwide  application 
which  will  make  it  nearly  impossible  for  the 
judges  w'ho  issue  the  orders  to  monitor  them. 

The  problem  with  provisions  such  as  these  is 
that  they  will  compromise  the  privacy  of  count¬ 
less  innocent  people,  both  those  who  are  targeted 
erroneously  for  this  kind  of  surv'eillance  and  oth¬ 
ers  who  communicate  with  persons  under  sur¬ 
veillance. 

■  Reduced  privacy  of  student  records.  The  legisla¬ 
tion  permits  the  Department  of  Justice  to  seek 
warrants  for  educational  records  deemed  rele¬ 
vant  to  an  "authorized  investigation"  and  to  dis¬ 
seminate  the  information  for  "official  purposes." 
In  recent  decades,  college  campuses  have  been 
foci  for  dissent  against  controversial  government 
policies.  Fear  of  having  personal  information 
disseminated  could  deter  some  students  from 
exercising  their  right  to  dissent.  This,  combined 
with  the  newly-created  crime  of  "domestic  ter¬ 
rorism,"  opens  up  the  chilling  possibility  that 
the  government  could  effectively  quash  student 
dissent. 

Information  sharing.  "Foreign  intelligence"  infor¬ 
mation  (defined  broadly  to  include  information 
related  to  national  security  and  U.S.  foreign  policy) 
gathered  during  criminal  (not  necessarily  anti-terror- 
ism)  investigations  may  be  distributed  to  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency,  the  National  Security  Agency, 
the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service,  the 
Secret  Service,  and  the  military,  without  judicial 
review.  The  provision  applies  to  U.S.  citizens  as  well 
as  non-citizens.  Furthermore,  the  agencies  receiving 
this  information  have  virtually  unlimited  use  of  this 
information,  so  long  as  they  can  justify  their  use  or 
disclosure  of  the  information  as  being  "necessary  in 
the  conduct  of  [their]  official  duties."  This  provision 
resurrects  the  specter  of  the  government  spying  on 
U.S.  citizens  and  using  that  power  to  limit  free 
speech.  This  kind  of  information-gathering  was 


used  effectively  to  stifle  dissent  during  the  height  of 
the  Cold  War. 

Indefinite  detention.  This  legislation  exposes  non¬ 
citizens  to  the  possibility  of  indefinite  detention  on 
the  authority  of  the  Attorney  General.  The  provision 
stipulates  that  when  a  non-citizen  is  detained  on 
grounds  of  suspected  terrorism  or  endangering 
national  security,  deportation  proceedings  or  crimi¬ 
nal  charges  must  be  filed  within  seven  days.  How¬ 
ever,  non-citizens  whose  countries  of  origin  will  not 
accept  them  may  be  detained  for  additional  six- 
month  periods  if  the  Attorney  General  certifies  the 
individuals  as  national  security  threats.  The  law 
provides  no  guidance  on  the  process  the  Attorney 
General  should  follow  in  making  such  a  certification. 

A  dangerous  path 

We  believe  that  Congress,  in  passing  this  anti-terror¬ 
ism  legislation,  has  moved  down  a  very  dangerous 
path.  Constitutionally  guaranteed  rights  and  free¬ 
doms  should  not  be  abridged  without  very  close 
and  careful  scrutiny.  Each  provision  that  affects  civil 
liberties  should  meet  two  important  tests. 

■  First,  any  expansion  of  police  and  prosecutorial 
powers  should  offer  significant  additional  pro¬ 
tection  against  terrorism.  If  the  same  level  of 
protection  could  be  achieved  by  full  implementa¬ 
tion  of  existing  laws,  then  new  powers  are  not 
needed. 

■  Second,  any  provision  that  would  limit  a  consti¬ 
tutionally  guaranteed  right  should  be  narrowly 
tailored  to  ensure  the  least  effect  on  civil  liberties 
consistent  with  providing  the  necessary  protec¬ 
tion. 

Balancing  the  rights  of  individuals  with  the  good  of 
the  nation  or  community  is  an  exercise  that  people 
in  the  U.S.  have  engaged  in  throughout  U.S.  history. 
It  is  vitally  important  that,  as  the  nation  responds  to 
the  September  11  attacks.  Congress  and  the  courts 
continue  to  labor  with  this  balance.  If  this  does  not 
happen,  then  those  who  would  harm  the  U.S.  will, 
by  damaging  freedom  and  democracy,  have 
achieved  a  far  greater  success  in  the  long  run  than 
they  did  on  September  11.  ■ 
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INSIDE  WAR  IS  NOT  THE  ANSWER  No.  659,  October  2(M)1 

Anti-Terrorism  Legislation  and  Civil  Liberties 


Within  days  of  the  September  11  attacks,  the  Admin¬ 
istration  presented  Congress  with  a  wish  list  of 
expanded  police  and  prosecutorial  powers.  There 
was  no  indication  that  these  proposals  had  emerged 
from  a  thoughtful  analysis  of  national  security  fail¬ 
ures.  Nor  were  these  proposals  designed  to  address 
specific  deficiencies  that  might  have  prevented  the 
September  11  attacks  or  future  attacks. 

Congress  passed  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act,  now  signed 
into  law,  that  fulfills  most  of  the  Administration's 
requests.  Many  of  the  provisions  threaten  constitu¬ 
tionally  guaranteed  rights  and  freedoms.  These 
include  the  First  Amendment  right  to  free  speech, 
the  Fourth  Amendment  rights  to  be  secure  from 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures  and  to  have 
searches  conducted  only  when  there  is  "probable 
cause"  (e.g.  to  believe  that  a  crime  has  been  commit¬ 
ted),  and  the  Fifth  Amendment  right  to  "due  prcxress 
of  law"  (in  criminal  prcxreedings). 

Problematic  provisions 

"Domestic  terrorism"  -  a  new  crime.  This  newly- 
defined  category  of  crime  could  be  interpreted  to 
include  some  political  protests  and  acts  of  civil  dis¬ 
obedience.  It  is  nc7t  needed  to  counter  terrorism  but 
could  be  used  by  the  government  to  severely  prose¬ 
cute  relatively  minor  offenses  and  thus  stifle  dissent. 


wiretaps  only  when  they  had  probable  cause  to 
believe  that  a  crime  had  been  (or  was  about  to  be) 
cc^mmitted.  Searches  of  homes  and  their  contents 
required  warrants  for  which  probable  cause  had  to 
be  demonstrated.  A  high  level  of  confidentiality  was 
maintained  for  student  records,  which  may  contain 
sensitiv'e  information. 

The  USA  PATRIOT  Act  contains  provisions  which 
significantly  diminish  these  Fourth  Amendment 
guarantees.  Here  are  a  few  examples. 

■  "Sneak  and  peek  searches."  The  legislation 
allows  law  enforcement  authorities  to  enter  a 
home,  office,  or  other  private  place  and  conduct 
a  search,  take  photographs,  and  download  com¬ 
puter  files  without  notifying  the  person  whose 
property  is  being  searched  until  sometime  after 
the  search  was  conducted.  This  authority  is  not 
limited  to  anti-terrorism  investigations  but  also 
extends  to  criminal  ones. 

■  Expanded  wiretap  authority.  Sev'eral  provisions 
reduce  or  eliminate  the  role  of  judges  in  ensuring 
that  wiretapping  and  other  electronic  surv^eil- 
lance  is  carried  out  legally  and  with  proper  justi¬ 
fication.  For  example,  devices  which,  on  phone 
lines,  track  only  incoming  or  outgoing  phone 
numbers  (but  not  the  content  of  calls)  and  which 
can  be  installed  without  the  government  having 


Enhanced  surveillance.  Prior  to  the  USA  PATRIOT 
Act,  law  enforcement  authorities  could  conduct 


(continued  on  page  7) 


